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Backyard 
Composting

Green waste from your yard and 
garden accounts for approximately 25 
percent of the material being hauled 
from your home each week. By com-
posting, you can improve your soil for 
a more productive vegetable or flower 
garden, and help your community at the 
same time.

Free Home Composting 
Workshops and Bin Sales
What We Can Do For You! 

Solid Resources Citywide Recy-
cling Division (SRCRD) develops and 
implements effective and cost-effective 
source reduction, recycling, and re-use 
programs and policies. SRCRD provides 
technical assistance to city departments, 
private sector businesses, multi-fam-
ily complexes, and the community. The 
office fosters public/private recycling 
partnerships and helps to promote new 
markets for recyclable materials. 

Residents can learn about backyard 
composting, worm composting, types of 
compost bins, grasscycling, and other 
smart gardening techniques at the city’s 
free backyard composting workshops. 
In addition to the workshops, special 
discounted compost bin sales events are 
held throughout the year. 

2008 Compost Bin Sales Events 
Griffith Park Composting Education 
Facility, 5400 Griffith Park Drive, 
Los Angeles, CA 90027

Who Do You Call? 
Department of Public Works, 
Bureau of Sanitation
Solid Resources Citywide 
Recycling Division (SRCRD)
(213) 485-2260
SRCRD@lacity.org
http://www.lacity.org/SAN/solid_re-
sources/composting/index.htm 

What We Need From You! 
Please provide the following informa-
tion at the workshop: 
•	 Your name 
•	 Complete address (verified with 
	 California driver’s licence or DWP 
	 bill) 
•	 How you heard about the workshop 

The Process 
•	 Call 1-800-773-CITY (2489) for 	
	 the date, time and location of the next 
	 free backyard composting workshop 
	 or compost bin sales event. 
•	 Payment for composting bins is by 
	 cash or check only

Zero Waste: Los Angeles’ Plan 
for a Greener, Cleaner Future
By John Stinson, Treasurer

It isn’t often that government asks the public how to do 
something. After all, isn’t that why they call it government? 
The usual attitude is that the public shouldn’t be allowed to 
provide input because those in government know better, or that 
the public is just not competent or informed enough to do so.

That said, it is refreshing to know that there is a city pro-
gram in Los Angeles that not only wants public input, but 
encourages it as well and is even willing to implement those 
ideas that members of the public come up with. It’s call A Sol-
id Waste Integrated Resource Plan or SWIRP for short. It is a 
plan to eventually create Zero Waste (or virtually zero) in the 
manufacturing, consumption and disposal cycle and eliminate 
the need for landfills. 

The first phase of the program started in May 2007 and 
just ended with a citywide conference May 3 in downtown Los 
Angeles. During that time, six workshops throughout the city 
were held as well as two other citywide conferences in down-
town. Consider them to be brainstorming sessions. All ideas 
were written down, discussed and evaluated. The public was 
divided into groups where they each formed a consensus on the 
topics before them and then presented those at the end of each 
session.

The process started with members of the public meeting 
to discuss building the program from the ground up starting 
with forming the foundation (principles) of a Zero Waste plan, 
setting goals and objectives, determining policy, program and 
facility options, making an evaluation of the ideas that had 
been brought up and finally making recommendations for what 
should be included in the plan itself.

The process ended with the third citywide conference where 
the 12 guiding principles that the public had come up with for 
a Zero Waste Plan were officially presented and adopted by all 
present. It is truly the stakeholder vision for the City’s 20-Year 
Zero Waste Master Plan — of the people and by the people.

The concept for the plan is the three R’s: Reduce (con-
sumption), Reuse (products) and Recycle (materials). The plan 
itself covers every step of the closed recycling loop starting 
with consumption, to collection, then disposal or extraction 
of materials, processing of extracted materials, manufacturing 
of products using recycled materials and then back to the con-
sumption of those products.

It also covers the upstream stage of manufacturing and 
consumption to the downstream stage of collection and recy-
cling with leverage points along the way. The idea of a leverage 
points is if we could change something in the cycle by a certain 
amount, what effect would it have on the system?

For instance in the upstream, using more recycled materi-
als in products, reducing packaging, making products that last 
longer and reducing consumption. In the downstream, increas-
ing the kind as well as the amount of materials to be diverted 
from landfills (recycling), increasing the number of locations 
to extract recyclable materials or using new alternative tech-
nologies to process diverted materials for remanufacturing or 
energy production.

The following are the 12 principles that the next phase of 
the plan will use to determine how the plan will actually be im-
plemented from creating city government as the model for zero 
waste practices, to educating the manufacturer and consumer, 
to locations, to alternative technologies and environmental im-
pact reports. The final phase is actual implementation and the 
goal is by 2030.
The Zero Waste Plan Guiding Principles
1.		 Protect public health and the environment.
2.		 City leadership as a model for zero waste practices.
3.		 Manufacturer responsibility for products and packaging.
4.		 Incentives for residents and businesses to reduce, reuse 
		  and recycle.
5.		 City leadership to increase recycling.
6.		 Convenience in making recycling easier.
7.		 Economic efficiency in finding solutions.
8.		 Education and outreach to decrease wasteful consumption.
9.		 New, safe technologies to reach zero waste goals.
10.	 Equity so that benefits and impacts are shared by all 
		  communities.
11.	 Education and outreach for residents and businesses to 
		  increase recycling.
12.	 Consumer responsibility so everyone participates in and 
		  advocates the Zero Waste Plan.

From the drawing board to the final stage of implemen-
tation, it will require that all of us be involved at some level 
and capacity to make this plan a reality. All of us together can 
make Zero! More information can be found online at www.ze-
rowaste.lacity.org.

Students explain their project to participants at the May Zero 
Waste Plan workshop in downtown Los Angeles.
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FRIDAY SCHEDULE 	 SATURDAY SCHEDULE 	
Bin Sales Only	 Workshops and Bin Sales
2nd Friday of the Month	 4th Saturday of The Month
Hours Of Operation: 	 Hours Of Operation:
9:00 a.m. To 1:00 p.m.	 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
June 13, 2008 	 June 28, 2008
July 11, 2008	 July 26, 2008
August 8, 2008	 August 23, 2008
September 12, 2008	 September 27, 2008
October 10, 2008	 October 25, 2008
November 14, 2008	 November 22, 2008
December 12, 2008	 No December, Saturday Event
For updated event information:
Department Of Public Works Bureau Of Sanitation
Solid Resources Citywide Recycling Division
Telephone:(213)485-2260 / Fax: (213)485-3671 / Email: srcrd@lacity.org
Website: Http://www.lacity.org/san
Directions To Griffith Park Composting Education Facility:
•	From either direction on the 134 Freeway 
•	Exit Forest Lawn Drive 
•	Turn Left on Zoo Drive 
•	Turn Right onto Griffith Park Drive 
•	Compost Facility is on the Left past Mount Hollywood Drive 
•	5400 Griffith Park Drive

Workshops 
and 
Bin Sales 
Schedule

AVAILABLE AT

1400 NORTH GAFFEY STREET
SAN PEDRO

7:00 a.m. to 5:00
Seven Days a Week


