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Local Organization Helps the Low Income, Elderly, and Disabled Remain in Their Homes.
According to a series of AARP 

surveys, the overwhelming majority of 
mid-life and older Americans want to 
remain living independently in their own 
homes and neighborhoods for as long as 
possible. Many are severely challenged 
to do so given medical and/or financial 
limitations. 

Fortunately, there are volunteer 
groups willing to help those who do 
need help in repairing and modifying 
their homes, making it easier and safer to 
get around as well as giving many more 
years of independent living.

One such group is Rebuilding To-
gether, a national nonprofit home reha-
bilitation organization that helps thou-
sands of low-income, senior and disabled 
homeowners every year. 

The local affiliate, Rebuilding To-
gether South Bay, conducted their spring 
work day as part of the “National Re-
building Day” held April 26 and worked 
on a number of homes in the South Bay, 
all at no cost to the home owners, includ-
ing a house located in San Pedro 

The house belongs to Tana Jackson, 
a 90-year-old disabled woman who until 
recently used a walker, but now needs 
a wheelchair to get around. Some years 
ago a hip replacement went awry and left 
her with a drop foot

“It was quite a shock to be so ac-
tive all my life playing racquetball at the 
YMCA, going out dancing and such,” 
says Jackson. “I was fortunate to be able 
to drive for a number of years, but now I 
can’t even do that.”

Tana grew up in San Pedro and has 
lived in this same house (built in the 
early 1900s) for most of her life. Need-
less to say, the house needed some ma-
jor repairs and upgrades to give her the 
mobility she needs to navigate through 
it daily.

“This is really terrific,” she said, “I 
really want to be able to live here while I 
can and this will allow me to do just that. 

The thought of going to live in a senior 
facility, even if it is nice, just does not 
appeal to me and I am very comfortable 
living here because everything is so fa-
miliar.”

Wheelchair access, rewiring, smoke 
detectors, window replacement and other 
improvements that Rebuilding Together 
South Bay provided on April 26, certain-
ly made Tana Jackson’s house safer and 
more accessible for her.

“Growing up during the Depression 
and having to fend for yourself, it’s nice 
to see that people today are willing to 
volunteer their time to help those who 
can’t do for themselves,” Tana said. “I 
almost have to pinch myself to see that 
it’s true.”

To continue providing assistance 
throughout the year, Rebuilding To-
gether South Bay relies on the ability, 
talent and generosity of local volunteers 
to provide both skilled and unskilled 

labor. Local foundations, corporations 
and businesses sponsor the work effort 
by donating materials, supplies and cash 
contributions to offset costs, and local 
vendors generously supply breakfast, 
lunch and beverages to project workers 
throughout the one-day blitz. 

“On this national day of community 
service, Rebuilding Together volunteers 
and sponsors enjoyed the satisfaction of 
producing hands-on tangible results for 
those in need,” stated Catherine Balcom, 
executive director at Rebuilding Togeth-
er South Bay.  

“Our services to provide minor re-
pairs to qualifying homeowners are of-
fered year-round.  We’re also pleased to 
announce a new program to install home 
modifications for low-income injured 
and disabled military personnel return-
ing home.”

 Major corporate sponsors for Re-
building Together South Bay’s April 
event included Booz Allen Hamilton, 
Honeywell and Conoco Phillips.

Since its inception in 1988, Rebuild-
ing Together has become the nation’s 
largest nonprofit organization working 
to preserve affordable homeownership 
and revitalize neighborhoods by provid-
ing free home repair and modification 
services to those in need. 

With the help of everyday citizen 
volunteers, skilled trades people, the 
support of local business and major cor-
porate partners, Rebuilding Together 
affiliates in America’s largest cities and 
smallest towns make life considerably 
better for thousands of low-income ho-
meowners.

In addition to its core home repair 
work, Rebuilding Together also rehabil-
itates community centers and conducts 
home modification and repair programs 
that focus on aging in place. Rebuilding 
Together has programs dedicated to en-
ergy efficiency, veteran’s housing, and 
disaster recovery and reconstruction.

The local affiliate, Rebuilding To-
gether South Bay (RTSB), was launched 
in 2004. By the end of 2007, RTSB had 
held six rebuilding “blitz” events, reha-
bilitating a total of 30 homes and two 
nonprofit facilities in the South Bay. 

This generous effort mobilized over 
1,000 volunteers and delivered over 
$370,000 in market value to low-income 
elderly and disabled homeowners.

RTSB covers the South Bay com-
munities of Carson, El Segundo, Gar-
dena, Harbor City, Harbor Gateway, 
Hawthorne, Hermosa Beach, Lawndale, 
Lomita, Manhattan Beach, Palos Verdes 
Estates, Rancho Palos Verdes, Redondo 
Beach, Rolling Hills, Rolling Hills Es-
tates, San Pedro, Torrance, and Wilm-
ington. 

 For more information on how to 
apply for home repairs for qualified re-
cipients, or to volunteer time and talent, 
become a sponsor or provide food for 
future events and projects, please con-
tact RTSB at 310-999-5050 or email 
Catherine Balcom at RTSBLA@yahoo.
com. More info is also available on line 
at  www.rtsocal.org

Community nonprofit centers serv-
ing the economically disadvantaged may 
also submit an application to the spon-
sored maintenance program.  

RTSB is a 501(c)(3) non-profit or-
ganization, allowing monetary and in-
kind donations to be tax deductible as 
allowable by law.

Councilwoman Janice Hahn honors Rebuilding Together volunteers who worked on 
refurbishing the San Pedro home of Tana Jackson.

Photos on this page by John Stinson.

Coastal San Pedro Neighborhood Council Treasurer John Stinson, Board Member 
Lydia Gutierrez, and Secretary Bruce Horton pitched in to help fix up the home of 
Tana Jackson, a neighbor of Stinson’s.


