Los Angeles Harbor International Film Festival
Completes Fifth Year Entertaining San Pedro

By Bob Gelfand, Board M ember

“Read the Book, SeetheMovie” featured
Disney’s Swiss Family Robinson as the edu-
cational centerpiece of the Fifth L.A. Harbor
International Film Festival. Some 900 local
school children had a chance to do both.

Copies of the book were supplied by
the publisher and distributed through Wil-
liams Books and the Los Angeles Maritime
Museum. The students attended the April 25
film showing at San Pedro’s Warner Grand
Theater.

The festival, running over the four days
of April 25-28, also featured numerous so-
cialy conscious documentaries and the Sat-
urday evening Hollywood Nostalgia Tribute.
The Unsinkable Molly Brown, starring Os-
car-nominated actress Debbie Reynolds, was
screened.

Founder and festival director Stepha-
nie Mardesich welcomed dignitaries includ-
ing Councilwoman Janice Hahn, Maritime
Museum Director Marifrances Trevelli, and
dapper man-about-town Albert Alcalain an
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Clockwise, from upper left: Colorful

Sephanie Mardesich poses with the
festival’s colorful poster; Albert Alcala
welcomes guests; Marifrances Trivelli and
Julian Jimenez prepare to be entertained;
and moviegoers head into the Warner
Grand to watch The Unsinkable Molly

Brown.
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Edwardian-era outfit.

Coastal Commentson A.G. High School |ssues

The Coastal San Pedro Neighbor-
hood Council adopted the following
motion concerning the proposed South
Region High School #15:

Whereas, the Los Angeles Unified
School District proposes to construct a
high school accommaodating as many as
1,215 students at the Upper Reservation
of Fort MacArthur, and

Whereas, such aschool will resultin
anumber of impacts upon the quality of
life in the surrounding community;

Therefore, be it resolved, the Coast-
a San Pedro Neighborhood Council
provides the following comments on the
environmental impact report notice of
preparation:

The Council desires that a compre-
hensive demographic study be produced
to ensurethat SRHS 15 is, in fact, neces-
sary and will serve San Pedro students.

Light/night views: Therewill besig-
nificant impact resulting from lights for
athletic events, as well as security light-

ing for buildings and parking areas.

Police services: Thereisalong his-
tory of trespassing and vandalism at An-
gels Gate, and there will be significant
regquirements for security, particularly at
night.

Traffic and safety: Because of the
constricted geography of the neighbor-
hood, i.e. narrow, steep, and curving ac-
cess streets and occluded visibility, the
amount of traffic the project will gen-
erate is a significant issue that the EIR
must address.

Pedestrian safety: Lack of side-
walks along adjacent streets discourage
pedestrian access and create hazardous
conditions.

Views. Buildings with an aver-
age height of 52 feet will be more than
twice as tall as existing structures and
will greatly impact viewsin surrounding
coastal areas.

Parking: The proposed parking is
inadequate to serve the anticipated need.

Port Previews Waterfront Alternatives

By Doug Epperhart, Board Member

Port of Los Angeles staff presented
information about the San Pedro Water-
front Project and the alternativesthat will
be considered in the draft environmen-
tal impact report/environmental impact
statement at the Coastal neighborhood
council meeting May 19.

Deputy Executive Director of De-
velopment Michael Christensen talked
about the proposed project and five al-
ternatives that include expanding Ports
O’ Cadl, extending the Red Car Line,
creating water cuts near the Maritime
Museum, and establishing a new “outer
harbor” cruise ship terminal at the south
end of town, among other things.

Coastal board members and the au-
dience raised numerous issues, mostly
about the new cruise terminal. Chris-

Environmental documents for the San
Pedro Waterfront Project will consider
the proposed plan and five alternatives,
aswell asa*“ no project” option.

Port development official Michael Chris-
tensen talked about each of the project

alternatives.
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tensen, Deputy Executive Director of
Operations John Holmes, and envi-
ronmental staffer Jan Green-Rebstock
fielded questions about potential traffic
impacts, pollution issues, and economic
effects.

For example, the port’s project en-
visions a new parking structure at the
existing cruise terminal near the Vincent
Thomas bridge. Passengers bound for
ships docked at the outer harbor termi-
nal would be transported there on shuttle
buses. The port estimates as many as
150 round trips along Harbor Boulevard
when two large vessels are at the outer
harbor terminal.

The 3,000-plus page draft EIR/EIS
will likely be released by the end of
June. There will be a 60-day comment
period. For more information, go online
to www.portoflosangeles.org.

Unless additional spaces are provided,
it is likely that surrounding residential
areas and Angels Gate Park will be se-
verely impacted.

There will likely be significant im-
pacts on the Point Fermin Outdoor Edu-
cation Center which must be mitigated.

Health risksassociated with thissite,
asindicated by Air Quality Management
District studies, must be mitigated.

There will be significant impact on
wildlife, including nesting pairs of great
horned owls and red-tailed hawks, as
well asfoxes.

High School

continued from page 1

Construction is expected to begin in the
spring of 2009, with completion by the
summer of 2012.

Representatives of school board
member Dr. Richard Vladovic were pres-
ent and repeated that San Pedro High is
overcrowded, but said they are listening
to the community.

The Coastd San Pedro council
board aso considered a number of com-
ments (see article at left) seeking addi-
tional environmental study.

For the notice of preparation, go to
http://www.laschools.org/project-sta-
tus/attach/56.40092/SRHS15| S-NOPFI -
NAL.pdf.



